








Seniors in Poverty
1.	 How will we track progress? Which indicators should we use to track progress towards the 

target(s)?
•	 Number of seniors on waitlists for long term care and affordable housing, and time spent on waitlists

2.	 On which groups should we focus our efforts? Which dimensions of poverty should be 
prioritized?

•	 Affordable Housing and Pharmacare
•	 Improved community outreach support services for seniors’ health

3.	 Which Government programs do you feel are effective at reducing poverty? Can they be 
improved? Which policies are helpful, and which can be improved?

•	 Funding for affordable housing is an effective way of supporting poverty reduction in communities

4.	 How can the Government of Canada align its Poverty Reduction Strategy to support 
programs in place by provinces, municipalities, and community organizations?

•	 Support and incentivize development of community seniors’ centres

5.	 Do you have new innovative approaches to poverty reduction that you would suggest 
trying? Would they be local, provincial, or national in scope? Where did you get this idea? Is it 
in place anywhere else in the world?

•	 Community Outreach Services can include mechanisms of coordination to assist seniors and 
students to network and find housing options together to reduce living costs

•	 Explore development of “intergenerational retirement living,” in the Netherlands’ fashion, which 
provides free residence to post-secondary students in retirement homes with seniors and provide a 
minimum number of service hours. Students have been able to act as healthcare providers to spend 
time with seniors and provide help with shopping, cleaning, and supervision, which  
professionals cannot always provide. 

•	 Guaranteed Minimum Income (GMI) being used in Nordic countries and piloted in Ontario –The 
federal government should assist in the coordination of a GMI across Canada. 

•	 Universal access to post-secondary education would assist in breaking poverty traps in Canada
•	 National Pharmacare Plan to assist families with perpetually sick children



People with Disabilities in Poverty
1.	 How will we track progress? Which indicators should we use to track progress towards the 

target(s)?
•	 Track data regarding the number of individuals on waiting lists for accessible housing units assistive 

devices, and support/care services

2.	 Which Government programs do you feel are effective at reducing poverty? Can they be 
improved? Which policies are helpful, and which can be improved?

•	 Canada Child Benefit is effective 
•	 The Government should explore a National Pharmacare Plan
•	 Improve efforts to support programs such as physical and developmental therapy for persons with 

disabilities
•	 Support the drive for a minimum wage geographically-indexed to serve sufficiently as a living wage 

across Canada

3.	 •	 How can the Government of Canada align its Poverty Reduction Strategy to support 
programs in place by provinces, municipalities, and community organizations?

•	 Support and incentivize development of community mental health and disability centres in the 
fashion of community seniors’ centres

Conclusion
The ideas in this report were drawn from the written and verbal comments of our constituents from Cambridge 
and Kitchener-Centre on March 27th. At our consultation, we had productive and interesting conversations with 
the discussion groups, and we hope these ideas help inform Minister Duclos’ development of a national poverty 
reduction strategy.

Thank you to everyone who provided their ideas  in our consultation, and thank you to Minister Jean-Yves Duclos 
for undertaking this important work on behalf of Canadians. It is our hope that these discussions continue, and 
that an effective poverty reduction strategy can be developed from the ideas of Canadians. 

All my best,

Bryan May, MP				    Raj Saini, MP


